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Toolbox #4: Hospitality

HOSPITALITY:  This is an ancient Christian (and pre-Christian) virtue by which we welcome the stranger.  We are called to welcome all, as did Jesus.  We welcome people regardless of agreement, race, creed, sexual orientation, etc. – we “make space” for people in our hearts and lives, and we attempt to be of service.  
Practice hospitality.  Hospitality is one of our core values, and therefore must be practised as one of our core discipleship practices.  This involves “making room” for people, welcoming them.   It’s not just a matter of being a welcoming church – accepting those of a variety of races, sexual orientations, theological perspectives, etc., when they happen to show up at church – it’s a matter welcoming and caring for people in all aspects of our lives.   This involves sharing meals with one another, having parties, celebrating with one another, getting to know our neighbors, making friends with other hockey or school or choir parents, etc(  
This is one of the practices you may know the most about already!  Use your imagination and HAVE FUN – make friends, make connections, build relationships, eat, have parties, say hello...  But – here are some things you may not think about right away that have something to do with hospitality.  

Welcome yourself.  

It’s funny, but... well, actually, it’s not funny at all.  People in our society don’t seem to accept themselves very well.  Often, we judge ourselves with a harsh standard we would never use for another.  We focus on what is wrong with ourselves, what is lacking.  It could have something to do with the advertising that surrounds us, day in and day out – advertising that tells us we really are nothing, without the product that advertisers are selling...  So one aspect of hospitality could be to offer to yourself the understanding and compassion that you would like to offer to others.  You don’t have to turn a blind eye to your faults.  You don’t have to pretend you’re better than you are.  You don’t have to beat yourself up.  God loves the real you – so you can, too.  Treat yourself with compassion.  Welcome yourself.

Open your eyes.  

One of the things our society does is to make people invisible to each other.  On the one hand, we turn each other into objects – sex objects, business objects – rather than whole people, we look at each other as tools to achieve our own ends.  It isn’t simply sexually suggestive advertising and pornography that “objectifies” people -- we turn people into objects every time we see them simply for what they can do for us -- when we forget that each other person is a sacred human being in their own right.   We also tend to overlook certain classes of people in our culture – poor people, the elderly, people of other cultures and language groups...  The practice here is to open your eyes, so that every time you see a human being, you see a human being.  In a city, you might find this exhausting.  It might also bring you up short, if you find yourself yelling at a referee, or passing by a homeless person, or complaining about a waitress...  
Appreciate differences.  

Hospitality can be an extremely disconcerting discipline!  That’s because most of us have been taught and trained to keep company with people who are pretty much like us.  When Jesus calls us to make room for the stranger, he calls us to keep company with people who may be quite different.  This can be uncomfortable!  People who are different can challenge our assumptions, and our habits, and our privilege, and so much more about us!  Keeping company with people of a different sexual orientation can challenge us to reconsider what sexual health means.  Keeping company with those of a different race or culture can challenge us about our own racism, our own definition of “normal.”  We may suddenly find we don’t know any longer how to behave, what to do, what to say...

However, the very differences that people bring into our lives, the very challenges people bring, can expand our lives and make us immeasurably richer.  God has created a world of great diversity!  To be hospitable is to welcome the challenge, welcome the diversity, be open to see things in a new way.  Of course, discernment is needed – strangers do not bring only good things!  They are broken and flawed as we are.  But their difference may well be their gift.  

See through God’s eyes.

This one’s a bit of a challenge – of course we can’t and don’t know for sure what God is thinking, ever!   But we do believe in grace – that God loves each and every one of us.  God loves us deeply, passionately, knowingly, without condition or limit.  It’s been said by someone that we only see clearly when we look with eyes of love.  So... try looking with eyes of love.  No, not the heart-pounding, romantic type of love!  The kind of love that wishes the very best for the other person.  That looks with our core values in mind: reverence, honesty, justice, compassion – oh yeah, and hospitality.

Make room for those nearest you.  
Just like ourselves, it’s often those nearest us – our family, our co-workers, our friends – that get most harshly judged or most taken for granted.  Part of hospitality is making room for those we most love.  There are many statistics to say we spend little or no time with our spouses and partners, playing with our kids, paying attention to each other, eating together, talking, listening...  

So go ahead!  Spend some quality time.  Spend some quantity time.  


Try this...
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· Bake some cookies for the neighbors.

· Take your spouse for lunch. 

· Go for a walk with a friend, or family member.

· Ask someone how they are – and really mean it.

· Tell someone how you are when they ask – for real.

· Find someone who’s standing on their own at church, at coffee time, and go over to them.

· Introduce yourself to someone at church you don’t know (especially if you think you SHOULD know them!)

· Invite the neighbors over for supper.  

· Play a family game. 

· Invite a friend for a family game! 

· Participate in the Inn from the Cold.

· Be curious about people who are different. 

· Volunteer. 

· Get to know some of the Seventh Day Adventists who are coming to share our building. 

· Get to know all your neighbors’ names.  

· Pray for your family.

· Pray for your friends.

· Pray for your neighbors.

· Pray for folks at church.

· Pray for your enemies...

· Practice “random acts of kindness.”  

· Smile. 

What other practices can you think of?  

